Senior Honors Thesis Colloquium Presentation Requirements

Despite technological changes in the means of transmission, the oral presentation of work-in-progress remains a key part of professional life for academics and other professionals in various fields. Thus, developing skill in effectively communicating the substance and excitement of your work is still a necessity. Reading with expression from a written text or extemporaneously delivering a well-composed talk from an outline is the central part of an effective presentation. In addition to this formal presentation, the question and answer period requires an ability to think on your feet, respond to unanticipated questions, and often to speculate beyond what you have concluded or found. The thesis colloquium presentations are designed to provide another forum in which to further develop the presentation skills you began to cultivate in the proseminar. 

1. Format and Time Limit: You will have twenty minutes for your presentation. It is recommended that you read from a prepared script, but you may perform extemporaneously from an outline or notes. In either instance, given the time limitations of the colloquium, your presentation should be well planned and rehearsed. You are encouraged to clock your presentation ahead of time to make sure that your presentation does not exceed 20 minutes.

2. Elements of the Presentation: The presentation should include the following main elements though not necessarily in this order: (1) a statement of your central thesis question or problem, (2) a presentation of what you look at and how, that is, your main object(s) and method, (3) an explanation of motive or why and how this question or problem matters, (4) a brief statement of what is original about your project, that is, how your study differs from and adds to existing scholarship, and (5) a condensed summary of the heart of your argument. 

3. Visual Aids: You are required to show the visual works you are analyzing in the form of slides or a powerpoint presentation. The Department can provide a computer. However, if you will be working with powerpoint, it is recommended that you coordinate with the Honors advisor.

