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KEYNOTE LECTURE: 11AM-12:30PM

Dr. Suzanne Karr Schmidt
Curator of Rare Books and Manuscripts, Newberry Li brary

"Sammelband Scientia: Collecting Dürer
and Printing Instruments"

KEYNOTE LECTURE: 11AM-12:30PM

Dr. Suzanne Karr Schmidt
Curator of Rare Books and Manuscripts, Newberry Li brary
Suzanne Karr Schmidt (PhD Yale) is the first female
George Amos Poole III Curator of Rare Books and
Manuscripts at the Newberry Library. An historian of
early modern art, books, prints, and science, her
monograph, Interactive and Sculptural Printmaking in
the Renaissance, appeared in 2018. Her playfully
interactive Newberry exhibition, currently titled PopUp Books Through the Ages, is scheduled for FebruaryJune 2023 and examines this overlooked artform from
the medieval to the modern era. Previous exhibitions
include her Newberry exhibition Renaissance Invention:
Stradanus's Nova Reperta, which she co-curated in
2020, and her 2011 Art Institute of Chicago exhibition
Altered and Adorned: Using Renaissance Prints in Daily
Life.

"Sammelband Scientia: Collecting Dürer
and Printing Instruments"
Albrecht Dürer's three books on perspective, fortifications
and anatomy were often bound together, meriting closer
inspection of these personalized 'Sammelbände.' His were
not the only collections of scientific note, as albums of
printed sundials, astrolabes, and other measuring devices
also survive. Together, these constitute an ephemeral
record of early modern experiments with instrumentation
on paper and the growing demand for them and the manuals
they accompanied.

5th Annual GEMSS Symposium Schedule
8:30 am: Check in begins, breakfast available
Check in facilitators: Alice Main, Nayoung Kim

9:00-10:30 am: Panel 1
Transgressive Consumption: Creations of Class Distinctions
Moderator: Jorge Hernandez Lasa
Respondent: Kat Lecky, PhD
Elise Kerns, “(De)generative Coloniality: Cannibalism, Incest, and Abjection in
The Sea Voyage”
Elise C. Kerns is a PhD Student in the Literary Studies department at UW-Madison. Her
interests include modernism and modernity; fashion design and material culture; the history
of medicine; film and media studies; and science fiction and technology.

Alice Main, “Lascivious Lactose: Ice Cream, Sexuality, and Class in
Revolutionary Paris”
Alice Coulter Main is a Ph.D. candidate in History at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
She earned her M.A. in History from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her B.A. in
History and French from the University of California-Berkeley. Her dissertation traces the
role of gendered rhetoric in negotiating the reconstitution of French society after the
revolutionary Terror. She is more broadly interested in how cultural artifacts depicting
hypersexualized fantasies of French history mediated political memory in the long
nineteenth century.

Orion Lee Risk, “Theatre as Discursive Tool of Imperialism: A ‘Publick Theatre’
in Jamaica, 1683”
Orion Lee Risk (they/them) is a theatre artist and PhD student in Interdisciplinary Theatre
Studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. They study the communication through the
transdisciplinary perspectives of performance studies, transgender and feminist studies, and
the ethics of care. Orion is a member of the UW Ethics of Care Initiative
(https://uwethicsofcare.gws.wisc.edu/) and founder of the 2021 TransTheatreFest-Madison.
Orion's practice-engaged scholarship through the UW–Madison Center for the Humanities
explores virtual theatre and care between transgender people during the Covid-19
pandemic.

11:00-12:30pm: Keynote Address
D r . S u z a n n e K a r r - S c h mi d t , N e wb e r r y L i b r a r y , “ S a mme l b a n d S c i e n t i a :
C o l l e c t i n g D ü r e r a n d P r i n t i n g I n s t r u me n t s . ”

12:30-1:30pm: Lunch Break
Vegan, dairy free, gluten free options provided.

Recommended: Looking Together exhibit at the Special
Collections Library on the 9th floor of Memorial Library,
curated by librarian Robin Rider for the GEMSS symposium.

2:00-3:30pm: Panel 2
Performing Kingship: The English Monarchy on the Stage and Page
Moderator: Megan Fox
Respondent: James Pilgrim, PhD
Andie Barrow, “‘Lo, what a Mariner love hath made me’: Reformation and
Pessimism in Richard Tottel’s Miscellany of 1557”
Andie Barrow is a PhD student in the Literary Studies program at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison’s Department of English. Their research focuses on representations of
nation, race, and religion in early modern English literature. They are currently in the
beginning stages of a dissertation tentatively titled “Strange Returns: Queer Political
Theology and the English Aeneid.”

Clara Molina Blanco, “‘On this side, my hand; and on that side, thine’. An
analysis of kingship and theatricality in John Barton’s RSC 1973 production of
Richard II.”
Clara Molina Blanco (Madrid, Spain) completed an MA in Theatre Practice: Staging
Shakespeare at the University of Exeter. Her early research focused on the conceptualization
and use of theatrical spaces in Early Modern Drama, and the intricate relationship between
texts and playhouses. She is also a theatre practitioner —before moving to Madison, an
activist too— and was a founding member of theatre companies Scandere Teatro and
Monkfish Theatre., She has worked as a dramaturg, producer, and assistant director. Clara is
currently researching Shakespearean globalisations and religion or religious imagery in
performance as cultural memory. Other research interests include cultural adaptation,
Mormon feminist studies, and representations of religious belief on stage.

Julie Wilson, “‘Mostly Dead is Slightly Alive’: The Unsuccessful Quest to Revive
Henry V in Shakespeare’s Henry VI Plays”
Julie Wilson is a first-year Ph.D. student of English literature at the University of Notre
Dame in South Bend, Indiana. Before coming to Notre Dame, she earned her B.A. in English
literature from Vassar College (2018) and her M.A. in English literature from the University
of Virginia (2021). Her primary interests are in Old and Middle English, the reception of
medieval texts, and the manner in which literature dialogues with and recreates history of
all kinds (not just medieval). Her master’s thesis focused on a late-nineteenth century
American translation of Beowulf and its physical features, and she hopes to continue in that
vein of work at Notre Dame.

4:00-5:30pm: Panel 3
Sexual/Textual: Queer Bodies and Sexuality on the Early Modern Stage
Moderator: Maria Pulla France
Respondent: Adrian McClure, PhD
Miranda Alksnis, “The morphology of early modern theatrical form: rhetorical
negotiations of the intersex body”
Miranda is a 4th-year Literary Studies PhD student studying early modern drama, and a cofounder of the LEAR (literature of early modernity and the renaissance) colloquium. The rest
of her time is taken up by organizing with the graduate workers' union, practicing recorder,
and watching anime.

Megan Fox, “Textual Reproduction in Hero and Leander (1598) and Venus and
Adonis (1593)”
Megan E. Fox is a PhD student in English (Literary Studies) at the University of WisconsinMadison. She previously received a master’s at the University of Toronto in Library Science
and Book History. Her research interests focus on early modern literature (particularly
Shakespeare), history of the book (particularly textual studies and editorial theory), library
history and archival theory, and early literary criticism. She currently works at UWMadison's Special Collections and at the Chazen Museum of Art, as an Editorial Assistant for
Holding History, is a member of the BookLab working group, and co-runs the Literatures of
Early Modernity and the Renaissance graduate colloquium.

Amber Palmer, “The Haunting of Ana Caro”
Amber Palmer is a playwright and PhD student in Interdisciplinary Theatre Studies at
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Their plays revolve around the exploration of complex
emotions and identity through heightened, often fantastical circumstances with a particular
focus on Midwestern and Appalachian queer experiences. In their research, they are
interested in how LGBTQ theater explores issues of authenticity and establishing identity,
specifically in LGBT docudrama and autobiographical plays, as well as the use of digital
performance techniques to establish authenticity and authority in these genres. Amber also
serves as a board member for StageQ, Madison WI’s local LGBT theater and has a specific
focus in supporting other emerging LGBTQ playwrights in their new play development
processes.

5:30-6:30pm: Dinner and Farewell

Thank you to the Institute for Research in the
Humanities Fellows!
Kat Lecky is the Surtz Professor of English at Loyola University Chicago
(beginning Fall 2022), and series editor of Aperçus (Bucknell UP). Her research
focuses on popular forms of intellectual history by studying the early modern
publics mapped by cheap print, which constellated around certain catchwords and
concepts to define what came to be seen as common and even natural to the
national English character. Her second book project, England’s Weedy
Renaissance, demonstrates how seventeenth-century cheap print herbals forged a
nativist strain of botanical practices and poetics that found in weeds the sturdy
constitution of indigenous Englishness. Her work has earned fellowships from the
ACLS and the Mellon Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities,
the Renaissance Society of America, and the Folger Shakespeare, Huntington, and
Newberry Libraries.
James Pilgrim is a historian of early modern European art. A graduate of Colby
College, Williams College, and Johns Hopkins University, his research has been
supported by the Renaissance Society of America, the New York Public Library,
The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, and the Center for Advanced Study in the
Visual Arts (CASVA), where he was a Paul Mellon Predoctoral Fellow. His article
on Moretto da Brescia, naturalism, and cartography recently appeared in the
Mitteilungen des Kunsthistorischen Institutes in Florenz. Combining art history,
ecocriticism, and environmental history, his current book project, “Jacopo
Bassano and the Environment of Painting,” situates the work of this important
sixteenth-century Italian painter within a context of aggressive agricultural
expansion on the Venetian mainland.
Adrian McClure is an independent scholar who received their PhD in medieval
literature in 2020 from Purdue University. Their research orientation is strongly
interdisciplinary, combining literary and historical analysis, and their areas of
interest include trauma theory, gender studies, and modern medievalism. They
published an innovative study of the Oxford Song of Roland as a theologicallyinflected text in Speculum and recently submitted an article on the
“doppelganger Jew” in the late medieval Book of John Mandeville. After
completing their first book on medieval antisemitism and the Perlesvaus, their
future plans include a broad-ranging study of nonbinary constructions of gender
in European literary and religious culture during the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries.

