RICHARD W. ELLIS

Ph.D. Student
University of Wisconsin – Madison, Department of Art History
216 Elvehjem Building, 800 University Avenue, Madison WI 53703
rwellis@wisc.edu

EDUCATION

University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

M.A. 2019, School of Art & Art History (Islamic Art)

B.A. 2017, School of Art & Art History

POSITIONS HELD

Academic Appointments:

Reader/Grader, Department of Art History, University of Wisconsin – Madison
Spring 2025

Lecturer, Department of Art & Design, University of Tampa
Fall 2022 – Summer 2024

Lecturer, School of Art & Art History, University of South Florida
Spring 2020 – Summer 2024

Reader/Grader, School of Art & Art History, University of South Florida
Fall 2022 – Spring 2023

Graduate Teaching Assistant, School of Art & Art History, University of South Florida
Fall 2017 – Fall 2019

Museums and Libraries:

Academic Engagement Project Assistant, Chazen Museum of Art
Fall 2025 – Present

Visitor Services Assistant, Chazen Museum of Art
Summer 2025

Graduate Student Supervisor & Special Collections Project Assistant, Kohler Art Library
Fall 2024 – present

Visitor Experience & Engagement Representative, Tampa Museum of Art
2021 – 2024

Student Intern, Florida Museum of Photographic Arts
Fall 2015

PUBLICATIONS

“Reinventing Islamic Architecture in the 20th and 21st Centuries, University of Wisconsin-Madison, November 7–8, 2024,” précis for International Journal of Islamic Architecture, 2025

“Islamic Calligraphy,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Religion and the Arts in the West: Renaissance to the Present, 2025

“Islamic Calligraphy,” Oxford Bibliographies Online, annotated bibliography coauthored with Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, 2025

“Fall in Unordinary Love: Salman Toor in Tampa,” review of the exhibition Salman Toor: No ordinary Love at the Tampa Museum of Art, on loan from the Baltimore Museum of Art, for Bay Art Files, 2023

“Regarding the Invisible Pain of Others: The Photography of Mohsen Azar,” catalog essay for Battin’ a Hundred, MFA Thesis Exhibition, University of South Florida, 2020

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

	
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship – Persian

	
2026

	
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship – Persian

	
2025

	
First Place – Department of African Languages Film Festival, University of Wisconsin – Madison

	
2025

	
Most Improved – Summer Language Workshop for Elementary Persian, Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Studies, Indiana University, Bloomington

	
2022

	
College of the Arts Research Fellowship, University of South Florida

	
2022

	
First Place – Art History Symposium, University of South Florida

	
2018

	
Undergraduate Talent Grant, School of Art and Art History, University of South Florida

	
2017

	
Second Place – Art History Symposium, University of South Florida

	
2016

	
Honorable Mention – Art History Symposium, University of South Florida

	
2015



CONFERENCE PAPERS AND INVITED LECTURES

“Deciphering Devotional Objects from Qajar-Era Iran: An ‘Amulet’ at the Chazen Museum of Art,” Knowledge Systems: Bodies, Objects, and Texts, WISLI Research Symposium, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI, 2026

“Pain as Prophecy: The Spinario in Jerusalem,” Timely Tusks: Byzantine Ivories, International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, 2026

“Painted Ruins in Safavid Manuscripts: From Allegory to Augury,” Sohbat: Third Biennial Graduate Symposium on Islamic Art, Yale University, New Haven, CT, 2026

“Calligraphy in Iran: Origins and Trajectories,” Summer Language Workshop for Elementary Persian, Indiana University, Bloomington, IA, 2023 and 2024

“Hermaphroditus: Intersexions in Myth and History,” Museum Guide Gallery Discussion, Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, FL, 2024

“In the Shadow of the Crescent: The Tampa Bay Hotel and Islamic Architecture,” Distinguished Guest Lecture, Henry B. Plant Museum, Tampa, FL 2023

“Frontiers of Impressionism: Paintings from the Worcester Art Museum,” Director’s Circle Preview, Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, FL, 2023

“Taking Shape: A Conversation,” USF School of Art & Art History Alumni Panel Discussion, Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, FL, 2022

Media Appearances:

“Unique Architecture Helped Hotel Transform Tampa Skyline,” Bay News 9 Segment, Henry B. Plant Museum, Tampa, FL, 2023

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ART HISTORY

Graduate Student Assistant, Reviews Editor, The Art Bulletin, Summer 2026 – Present
President, Art History GradForum, Fall 2026 – Present
Secretary, Art History GradForum, Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
Department of Art History Outreach Representative, Madison Symphony Orchestra, Fall 2025
Social Media Assistant, Centennial Celebration, Fall 2025
Graduate Student Ambassador, Chazen Museum of Art Open House, Fall 2025
Presenter, Lightning Round Talks, Prospective Graduate Student Open House, Spring 2025, Spring 2026
Graduate Student Assistant, “Reinventing Islamic Architecture in the 20th & 21st Centuries” Symposium, Fall 2024

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Member, College of Letters & Science Graduate Student Advisory Council, Spring 2026 – Present

PEER REVIEWS

Peer Reviewer, Source: Notes in the History of Art, 2025

COURSES TAUGHT OUTSIDE THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN – MADISON

University of Tampa
Lecturer, Department of Art & Design
Art 101: Form & Idea, Fall 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2023, Summer 2024
Worlds of Art: Faith, Death, & Love, Spring 2024
Survey of Non-Western Art, Fall 2023

University of South Florida
Lecturer, School of Art and Art History
History of Visual Arts I, Summer 2023, Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Summer 2024
History of Visual Arts II, Summer 2023, Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Summer 2024
Art History Practicum, Spring 2024
Introduction to Islamic Art & Architecture, Fall 2022
Visual Cultures of the Middle East, Spring 2021
Themes in Islamic Art & Architecture, Fall 2020
The Purity of Painting: Picasso to Kandinsky, Spring 2020

Reader/Grader, School of Art & Art History
History of Visual Arts I
Professor Pamela Brekka, Fall 2022, Spring 2023
Art & Culture
Marta Slaughter, Spring 2023

Graduate Teaching Assistant, School of Art & Art History
Visual Cultures of the Middle East
Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, Fall 2019
History of Visual Arts I
Professor Pamela Brekka, Spring 2019
Introduction to Islamic Art & Architecture
Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, Fall 2018
Contemporary Issues in Art
Professor Allison Moore, Fall 2017, Spring 2018
Film Arts
Laura Colkitt, Fall 2017, Spring 2018, Summer 2018 

Guest Lectures:

“An Introduction to Islamic Art and Architecture,” Survey of Non-Western Art, Professor Kaia Magnusen, University of Tampa, Spring 2022

“Egyptian Surrealism & Contemporary Art,” Visual Cultures of the Middle East, Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, University of South Florida, Fall 2019

“The Visual Culture of Revolution in Egypt,” Visual Cultures of the Middle East, Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, University of South Florida, Fall 2019

“The Shahnama of Shah Tahmasp,” Introduction to Islamic Art & Architecture, Professor Esra Akın-Kıvanç, University of South Florida, Fall 2018

HONORS THESIS COMMITTEES

Christofer Theodoropoulos, B.S. University of Tampa (visual culture of 20th-century Europe), Spring 2023

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

College Art Association
Historians of Islamic Art Association
International Center of Medieval Art
Middle East Studies Association
Persian Manuscripts Association

LANGUAGES

French (intermediate)
Modern Standard/Classical Arabic (reading knowledge)
Persian (advanced)
Spanish (intermediate)
